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persuaded by a brother lieutenant to leave the sum with
"a great man," who when liberally "touched" always
exerted Ms vast influence with other "great men" in behalf
of broken officers seeking advancement Then Betty the
housemaid, concluding that she could find a better place,
fled with all the rest of her mistress's clothes and linen, so
that Amelia had nothing to wear except what was on her
back.

There remained for the immediate support of this family
reduced to wretchedness only Amelia's portrait set in a
gold locket with three little diamonds. On this last and
most precious of her jewels the pawnbroker let her have
nine guineas, of which she wished her husband to take
eight, keeping only one for herself with which to purchase
his supper of fowl and egg sauce and mutton broth with a
bottle of wine. In the evening, after the meal had been
prepared by Amelia's own hands, he came in, only
to tell her that he could not sup with her that night. He
could not tell her why; but the reader knows that he had
given his honour to visit Miss Mathews. He kept the ap-
pointment, and instead of returning as he promised within
an hour or two, there arrived towards midnight a note from
Colonel James requesting his presence with pistols in Hyde
Park precisely at six o'clock the next morning; and upon
the heel of this messenger came another, completing
Amelia's distress, with the news that her husband had
been arrested for the gambling debt to Captain Trent.
The bailiff's men had caught him as he was leaving the
apartment of Miss Mathews.

On this dreadful midnight, Amelia for once lost faith in
her husband. The quarrel between him and Colonel James,
she saw from the phrasing of the challenge, was over Miss
Mathews, Turning pale as death when she read those
words, she threw herself into her chair, and then came the
shower of tears as the children ran up in alarm at her

320ver reached Trent; for Booth did not find the
